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What's Inside

A handy guide to get you started with essential phrases and vocabulary for your
trip to Spain.

100+ Essential Travel Phrases
10 Food Ordering Phrases
10 Restaurant Vocabulary Words

Cultural Etiquette Tips




Essential Travel Phrases - Greetings

Hola

Buenos dias

Buenas tardes

Buenas noches

Me llamo...

¢, Como se llama?

¢, Qué tal?

¢, Como estas?

Mucho gusto

Encantado / Encantada
Bienvenido / Bienvenida
¢, Todo bien?

¢, Cuanto tiempo?

¢, Qué hay?

¢, Donde nos vemos?

Un placer conocerte
iHola a todos!

¢, Me recuerdas?
Perdona, ¢tienes un momento?
Disculpa por la molestia
Gracias por venir

No sé

¢, Como se dice?

¢, Qué significa (...)?

¢, Qué hora es?

Hable mas lento

Que tengas un buen dia

Hello

Good morning

Good afternoon

Good evening / Good night
My name is...

What is your name?

How'’s it going?

How are you?

Nice to meet you

Delighted / Nice to meet you
Welcome

Everything good?

Long time no see

What's up?

Where shall we meet?

A pleasure to meet you
Hello everyone!

Do you remember me?
Excuse me, do you have a moment?
Sorry for the inconvenience
Thanks for coming

| don’t know

How do you say this?

What does (...) mean?
What time is it?

Speak slowly

Have a good day




Essential Travel Phrases - Basic Phrases

e Me gustaria e | would like

e Quiero e | want

e Necesito e | need

e ;Tiene...? e Do you have...?
e YO tengo e | have

e YO no tengo e | don't have

e El aeropuerto e Airport

e El banco e Bank

e La biblioteca e Library

e La cafeteria o Café

e El terminal e Terminal

e La estacion de bomberos e Fire station

e La estacion de ferrocarril ¢ Railway station
e El estadio e Stadium

e La gasolinera e (as station

e La libreria e Bookshop

e El mercado e Market

e Latienda e Shop/store

e El centro comercial e Shopping center




Essential Travel Phrases - Basic Phrases

e Ala derecha e To the right

e Alaizquierda e To the left

e Derecho e Straight ahead

e Enlaesquina e At the corner

e Auna cuadra e One block away

e Hacia el norte / sur / este / oeste e Toward N/S/E/W

e ¢Entiende? e Do you understand?
e ;,COmo te va? e How's it going?

e ;/CbOmo te haido? e How have you been?
e Estoy bien, gracias e I'm fine, thanks

o Y tU? e And you?

e Mas o0 menos e S0-S0

e (/Qué pasa? e What's happening?
e ;Qué haces? e What are you doing?
o (Qué? e What?

e ;COMO? e How?

e ¢Cuando? e When?

o ¢DONde? e Where?

e ;Quién? e Who?

o ¢(Porque? e Why?

o ¢ Cual? e Which?




Essential Travel Phrases - Getting Around

e ¢DONnde esta...? e Where is...?

e ;,COmMo llego a...? e Howdo I getto...?

e ¢ Cuanto cuesta? e How much does it cost?

e Un billete para..., por favor. e Aticketto..., please.

e ¢Hay un bafio aqui? e Is there a bathroom here?

e ¢;Dobnde esta la estacion? e Where is the station?

e ¢Esto va al centro? e Does this go to the city center?
e ;A qué hora sale? e What time does it leave?

e ¢Donde puedo comprar un billete? e Where can | buy a ticket?

o (Estalejos? e Isitfar?

e ¢ Puedo ir caminando? e Can | walk there?

e ¢;Donde puedo tomar un taxi? e Where can | get a taxi?

e Lléveme a esta direccion, por favor. e Take me to this address, please.
e ¢Hay metro cerca? e |Is there a metro nearby?

e ¢ Cuanto tarda en llegar? e How long does it take to arrive?
e ¢ Este es el camino correcto? e Is this the right way?

e Necesito un mapa. e | need a map.

e Estoy perdido / perdida. e | am lost.

e Bajeme aqui, por favor. e Let me get off here, please.

e ¢/Dobnde esta la parada de autobus?

Where is the bus stop?




Essential Travel Phrases - Travel Essentials

¢Habla inglés?

No entiendo.

Por favor, hable mas despacio.

¢, Puede ayudarme?

¢, Doénde puedo encontrar un taxi?
¢, Puede repetirlo, por favor?

No hablo mucho espafiol.

¢ Me puede mostrar en el mapa?
Necesito informacion.

¢,Donde esta la oficina de turismo?
¢ Hay wifi aqui?

¢,Cual es la contrasefa del wifi?
¢,Puedo pagar con tarjeta?

¢ Aceptan efectivo?

¢, Doénde puedo cambiar dinero?
¢, Tiene una recomendacion?
Estoy buscando esto.

¢, Esta abierto ahora?

Gracias por su ayuda.

No pasa nada.

Do you speak English?

| don't understand.

Please speak more slowly.

Can you help me?

Where can | find a taxi?

Can you repeat it, please?

| don’t speak much Spanish.
Can you show me on the map?
| need information.

Where is the tourist office?

Is there Wi-Fi here?

What is the Wi-Fi password?
Can | pay by card?

Do you accept cash?

Where can | exchange money?
Do you have a recommendation?
| am looking for this.

Is it open now?

Thank you for your help.

It's okay / No problem.




Essential Travel Phrases - Emergencies

jAyuda!

Necesito un médico.
Llama a la policia.

Perdi mi pasaporte.

Estoy perdido/a.

Es una emergencia.

Llame a una ambulancia.
Me han robado.

Necesito ir al hospital.

Me siento mal.

¢, Donde esta la embajada?
He tenido un accidente.
Me he hecho dafo.

No puedo respirar.

¢, Hay un farmacéutico aqui?

¢,Donde esta la comisaria de policia?

Alguien me sigue.
Mi teléfono ha desaparecido.
Soy alérgico/a a...

Necesito ayuda inmediatamente.

Help!

| need a doctor.

Call the police.

| lost my passport.

| am lost.

It's an emergency.

Call an ambulance.

I've been robbed.

| need to go to the hospital.
| feel sick.

Where is the embassy?
I've had an accident.

I've hurt myself.

| can’t breathe.

Is there a pharmacist here?
Where is the police station?
Someone is following me.
My phone is missing.

| am allergic to...

| need help immediately.




Food Ordering Phrases

e Quisiera una mesa para uno/dos,
por favor.

e ¢;Tiene un mend en inglés?

e ;Qué me recomienda?

e Quisiera pedir...

e ;Qué lleva este plato?

e Soy alérgico/a a...

e Sin gluten, por favor.

e Sin lactosa, por favor.

e La cuenta, por favor.

e ;Se puede pagar con tarjeta?

I'd like a table for one/two,
please.

Do you have an English menu?
What do you recommend?
| would like to order...
What is in this dish?

I'm allergic to...
Gluten-free, please.
Lactose-free, please.

The bill, please.

Can | pay with card?




Restaurant Vocabulary

Palabra (Word) Traduccion (Translation)

Tenedor Fork

Cuchillo Knife

Cuchara Spoon

Vaso Glass

Plato Plate

Servilleta Napkin

Menu Menu
Camarero/a Waiter/Waitress
Cuenta Bill

Mesa Table




Cultural Etiquette Tips

1. Greet People with “Dos Besos” (Two Kisses) — Context Matters

In casual or social settings, Spaniards often greet with two kisses (one on each cheek).
Tip: In professional or formal situations, a handshake is more common.

2. Meal Times Are Later Than You Expect

Lunch (la comida) is usually 2-4 PM and dinner (la cena) often starts after 9 PM.
Tip: Many restaurants won'’t serve dinner before 8 PM.

3. Don’t Rush — Spain Values Relaxed Socializing

Spaniards enjoy long conversations, long meals, and relaxed interactions.
Tip: Avoid showing impatience; it's considered rude.

4. Tipping Is Not Mandatory

Tips are appreciated but modest.
Typical tip:

e Round up the bill
e Leave 5-10% in restaurants if the service was great

5. Respect Quiet Hours (La Siesta Time)

In smaller towns, shops may close from 2-5 PM.
Tip: Plan shopping and errands outside these hours.




Cultural Etiquette Tips

6. Dress Nicely — Spaniards Notice

Spaniards tend to dress well in public.
Tip: Avoid overly casual outfits (flip-flops, gym wear) unless at the beach.

7. Use “Usted” Form with Older People

Show respect by using the formal “usted” instead of “td” with:
elders

professionals

strangers in formal contexts

8. Be Social and Polite in Small Talk

Spaniards appreciate friendliness.
Good topics: food, travel, Spain, culture
Avoid: politics (especially Catalonia), religion

9. Wait to Be Seated at Restaurants

In many restaurants, you usually wait for a waiter to seat you, unless it's a casual tapas bar.
Tip: At tapas bars, you can often stand or choose any available spot.

10. Keep Volume Down Indoors

Spain is lively, but indoors—especially in public transport—try not to speak too loudly.
Tip: Loud voices inside buses or trains may draw unwanted attention.




Now that you've got a grasp of the essential phrases, vocabulary, and cultural
etiquette, it's time to practice! Don't be afraid to make mistakes, as it's all part of
the learning process. Download a language learning app, watch Spanish films, or
try to find a language exchange partner. jBuena suerte! (Good luck!)




